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Introduction 

Advent (from the Latin word adventus, meaning "coming") begins on the 
4th Sunday before Christmas Day, and is often considered a season of 
anticipation and hope. For many Christians it is not just about waiting for 
a Savior to be born, but also looking to a time when the Christ will come 
again, in power and with authority. The traditional Scripture readings for 
this time emphasize both the First and Second Coming of Jesus Christ, 
and our accountability for faithfulness at His coming. 
 

While there is no grand reason for creating this devotional booklet in 
2019 AD, there is no time like the present to bring together and enjoy 
the Christian church, and perhaps her pastors can lead the way this 
Advent season. 
 

We present to you, reader, a 25-day journey through Advent to 
Christmas Day, with a focus on Christ. “Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the 
author and perfecter of our faith” - Hebrews 12:2 (NIV) 
 

One tradition that has helped Christians to focus their attention on the 
Christ is the idea of the Chrismon. 
 

Laurence Hull Stookey writes that "because many symbols of the 
Chrismon tree direct our attention to the nature and ultimate work of 
Christ, they can be helpful in calling attention to Advent themes." 
 

Chrismons are Christmas decorations with Christian symbols on them. 
They help Christians to remember that Christmas is the celebration of 
Jesus's birthday. They are often used on Christmas Trees in Churches and 
Christian homes. 
 

They were first made by Frances Kipps Spencer at the Ascension 
Lutheran Church in Danville, Virginia, USA. She also thought of the 
word, Chrismon, which is a combination of Christ and monogram 
(meaning symbol). 
 

May these devotions lead you into a deeper relationship with Christ.  
 

Love, Your Pastors 
 

https://www.whychristmas.com/customs/trees.shtml
http://www.chrismon.org/
http://www.chrismon.org/


December 1: Alpha-Omega    

“I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, “who is and who was and 

who is to come, the Almighty.”      Revelation 1:8 

The Christmas season can be an exciting time, celebrating our Savior’s 
birth, visiting with family and friends, enjoying the decorations, the 
festivities, the delicious smells… it makes it easy to see why many people 
look to this season with great anticipation. 
 

However, for some, the Christmas season is a time of anxiousness as they 
feel loss, loneliness, and strife from a season of pain or trial. What some 
look forward to is dreaded by others who are reminded of pain. 
 

Praising God during the Christmas season when things are going well is 
easy when you only see blessings. But, even in trying times, we need to 
praise God. Even though Christmas for you looks different from those 
around you, it is good to remember that Jesus not only deeply cares for 
you and your pain, but that He is there with you, and with love and 
understanding. 
 

In Revelation 1:8, John is writing to churches facing persecution under 
Roman rule. John, going through tribulations of his own, receives a 
vision that is a revelation of Jesus Christ, from Jesus Christ. It’s a vision 
of God’s sovereignty over all things and in all things – past, present, 
future. And that means God has been working all things, through Christ, 
for our good and His purpose – from the beginning of time, to the 
present, and into the future. 
 

Whatever season of life you find yourself in, take heart and hold fast to 
the beautiful mystery and power of God’s sovereignty. Even if we don’t 
see it or understand it, Christ is with us in every season of life. He is our 
comfort, our joy, and our purpose. He is the Alpha and the Omega, the 
beginning and the end. Merry Christmas! 

 

Worship Pastor Charlie Flack 

Sturgeon Bay Community  

 



December 2: Lamp      

In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good 

works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven.   Matthew 5:16 

A baptismal candle is lit from the Paschal (Easter) candle in the Catholic 

rite of Baptism.  The priest or deacon celebrating the sacrament says, 

"Receive the Light of Christ. Parents and godparents, this light is 

entrusted to you to be kept burning brightly..."  One of the symbolisms 

I've always read into this was the wise virgins having their oil lamps ready 

to meet the Lord at the unexpected hour.  As the baptized, we live in the 

expectation and hope of the Lord's return in glory.  That is one of the 

expected comings of Christ which we prepare for during the Advent 

season.   

Matthew 5:16 says, "Just so, your light must shine before others, that 

they may see your good deeds and glorify your heavenly Father."  The 

season of Advent affords many opportunities for us to let our light shine 

before others.  That light shines when we extend kindness to an 

employee or fellow shopper at the department store.  That light shines 

when we brighten the faces of the elderly at nursing homes by singing the 

familiar Christmas songs.  That light shines when we put a gift under the 

giving tree to help a family in need or donate to put food on someone's 

table for Christmas.   

This Advent, allow the light of Christ to illuminate your lives, so that you 

may radiate His light to all you meet. 

 

Father Edward Looney 

St. Francis & St. Mary Parish – Brussels  

 

 



December 3: Anchor Cross    

We have this as a sure and steadfast anchor of the soul, a hope that enters into the 

inner place…       Hebrews 6:19 

Living in beautiful Door County, Wisconsin, a peninsula surrounded by 

the waters of Lake Michigan we understand the importance of an anchor 

in a storm.  Turbulent storms come up quickly.  In the churning and 

furious waves, boats not anchored well, don’t fare well.  Many ships have 

lost the battle with the elements and sit at the bottom of the Lake. 

So, it can be with our souls.  If we are not anchored in hope – we do not 

fare well.  The storms of life can toss us around and if we have nothing to 

hold on to, we are sunk.  Like the saying: “If you don’t stand for 

something, you’ll fall for anything.”  If you have nothing in your life to 

anchor you, you will find yourself adrift in the sea of life – searching for a 

safe harbor.   

The Chrismon of the Anchor Cross is a reminder that we have a hope that 

anchors our lives in the fulfilment of the promises of a loving God. Those 

promises were fulfilled in the birth of His Son Jesus.  Those promises are 

still active in our lives every time we lay hold of the hope that is set 

before us in the life and blood of Jesus, our Lord and Savior. 

Place your hope in Jesus. He will anchor your soul through the toughest 

storms. 

 

Pastor Sue Gunderson 

Immanuel Lutheran – Baileys Harbor  

 

 

 



December 4: Fish/Ichthus    

And [Jesus] said to them, “Follow me, and I will make you fishers of men.”  

           Matthew 4:19 

[The disciples] said to [Jesus], “We have only five loaves here and two fish.”   

             Matthew 14:17 

The Christmas season is often marked by kindness and generosity. I will 

never forget my first Christmas! I was raised as a Jehovah’s Witness, a 

group famous for shunning religious and secular holidays like Christmas. I 

was 16 when I became a Christian and celebrated my first Christmas with 

my Youth Group. That first Christmas was also my hardest because my 

family had shunned me and I became an outcast to my relatives and 

former faith community.  

I had only been attending for about 2 months when the Youth Group had 

a Christmas celebration and the teens all brought gifts to exchange. I was 

new; I didn’t know anyone well and I didn’t have money to bring a gift. I 

wasn’t really expecting anything, but to my surprise when it was time to 

exchange gifts, a majority of the gifts that were brought were for me! I 

could not believe the kindness and generosity extended to me by 

strangers.  

Early Christians used the imagery of the Fish or Ichthus as a symbol of the 

Messianic movement started by Jesus. When Jesus wished to feed the 

crowds the disciples only had 5 loaves and 2 fishes, yet with little Jesus 

was able to do much and satisfy the hungry multitude. Part of the miracle 

of Christmas is that ordinary Christ followers can walk in his footsteps by 

being radical givers to those hurting and in need, thus becoming “fishers 

of men”.  

Pastor Brian Garcia 

Crossroads – Sturgeon Bay   

 



December 5: IHS      

She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people 

from their sins.       Matthew 1:21 

I find that along with the wonder, joy, and anticipation of Advent, it is 

also a profoundly sad season. This special time in the church year that we 

prepare to welcome the baby Jesus, God with us, is also a season of 

struggle for some. This is a season when the losses and regrets of life 

seem to become an increased burden on the hearts of many. 

Within the Christian faith it is appropriate that Advent should be a season 

where joy holds hands with sorrow. When we see the Chrismon Iota-Eta-

Sigma (IHS) we are reminded of this truth. 

Iota-Eta-Sigma (IHS) are the first three letter of the Greek word for 

Jesus. (The eta is the same as our “H”) As a symbol for the name of Jesus 

we find both the hope of the world and the cost of that hope. 

In the Gospel of Matthew the birth narrative focuses on the significance 

of who Jesus is and it is the only place in the New Testament where we 

are given a meaning to the name “Jesus”. In Matthew 1:21 the Lord 

appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, 

“She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, 

because he will save his people from their sins.” (NIV) 

Scripture teaches that “The wages of sin is death”. So in order to save us 

from our sins, Jesus, Son of God was born to carry the burden of our sin. 

Which he did to the cross on Calvary in a death which saves all who 

would believe. 

The Christ Child is the promise of hope for humanity. It is the joy of 

Advent that we prepare ourselves to receive the grace and redemption 

that Jesus alone can provide us. But it is a season where we can also 

reflect on the terrible price paid on our behalf. In joy and in sorrow we 

have this hope. Jesus came to save us. 

Rev. Dr. Matthew Knapp 

Sturgeon Bay Moravian  



December 6: Keys      

I died, and behold I am alive forevermore, and I have the keys of Death and 

Hades.        Revelation 1:18 

As we cherish the precious Nativity scene and the baby in a manger, we 

do well to keep other pictures in mind as we celebrate Jesus. 

Here is a scene revealed to the apostle John in the first chapter of 

Revelation. There was “one clothed with a long robe and with a golden 

sash around his chest…His eyes were like a flame of fire, his feet were 

like burnished bronze…and his voice was like the roar of many 

waters…and his face was like the sun shining in full strength. When I saw 

him, I fell at his feet as though dead. But he laid his right hand on me, 

saying, ‘Fear not, I am the first and the last, and the living one. I died, 

and behold I am alive forevermore, and I have the keys of Death and 

Hades.’” 

In Jewish thought, Hades is the place of the dead. The gates of Hades 

make death look utterly invincible. But Jesus says, "These gates cannot 

stop me from rescuing from death." 

Christ has power over death. All authority belongs to the Sovereign 

Savior. When he died, he went in to the place of death and brought the 

keys out with him. Death will keep none that he sovereignly wills to have 

for his own.  

Celebrate the Sovereign Christ. And remember: He has the keys. 

 

Pastor Cory Dahl 

First Baptist – Sturgeon Bay 

 

 



December 7: Butterfly     

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; 

behold, the new has come.     2 Corinthians 5:17 

What’s the butterfly doing in our celebration of Christmas? Did someone 

forget that it’s cold outside? It’s not the season for butterflies! 

The connection between the butterfly and Easter is obvious (not to 

mention that springtime is a much more natural season for butterflies!). 

In fact, for much of Christian history, the butterfly -- its pupae hiding in 

the darkness of the chrysalis, emerging as a beautiful flying creature -- has 

been a symbol of the crucified Christ resting in the darkness of the grave, 

coming forth as the Resurrected One on Easter morning.  

The butterfly Chrismon at Christmas calls to mind that the life, ministry, 

death, and resurrection of Christ are all of one piece. We can’t celebrate 

Easter without remembering that in Jesus, God has come among us, first 

as the baby in the manger. And we can’t celebrate Christmas without the 

cross and empty tomb on the horizon.  The babe of Bethlehem came to 

save us from sin and death; in his own death and resurrection he has given 

us new life with God. 

In this Advent season of reflection, repentance, and preparation, we still 

experience the profound joy of knowing that in Christ’s death and 

resurrection, we have new life. Our own life mirrors that of the 

butterfly, as the old self gets put to death in baptism, and a new person 

rises from the water to new life. Whether it’s Advent, Christmas, Easter, 

or any other time of the year, that glorious proclamation remains true.  

 

Pastor Jim Honig 

Shepherd of the Bay Lutheran – Ellison Bay 

 

 



December 8: Nativity Star    

[Wise men came] saying, “Where is he who has been born king of the Jews? For we 

saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him.” Matthew 2:2 

The wise men, or magi, were experts in observing the night sky.  

However, they didn’t know that some of the lights in the night sky were 

stars, some galaxies, and some were planets.  The technology didn’t yet 

exist to differentiate between them.  The “star” they observed at its rising 

was most likely the planet, Jupiter.   

Planets move differently in the night sky from our perspective on Earth 

compared to actual stars.  The wise men observed Jupiter rising, but as 

the Earth overtakes Jupiter while orbiting the sun we see Jupiter rise, 

then pause, and then reverse its course.  This is because Earth makes a 

complete orbit of the Sun in less time than Jupiter.   

The wise men arrived at Bethlehem at the same time when Jupiter 

appeared to pause in the sky.  The timing is amazing.  Only God could 

bring this about: to coordinate the birth of the Son of God with the 

movement of a planet in the night sky.  Whether it be over the vast 

distances of the solar system or events on Earth that cause you to meet up 

with someone at an opportune moment, God makes these events happen 

regularly.   

I recently visited a Green Bay hospital and got so misdirected on a road 

construction detour that I ended up arriving from the other side of town.  

As I left from my visit I fortuitously met another family in the lobby who 

were coming to visit a family member.   The frustration of a long detour 

turned into me thanking God for delaying me to the precise time that I 

would meet up with parishioners in the lobby.   

Father Bob Stegmann 

St. Joseph Catholic – Sturgeon Bay  

Saints Peter & Paul Catholic – Institute 

 



December 9: Cup/Chalice    

In the same way also he took the cup, after supper, saying, “This cup is the new 

covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of 

me.” For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord's 

death until he comes.    1 Corinthians 11:25-26 

Consider the overflowing cup from Psalm 23. We still use that phrase 

when we’re full or fulfilled, when we can’t imagine being in a better 

place. It symbolizes pure joy and contentment as God supplies more than 

what we need. 

Consider now the cup (of suffering) Jesus prays about in the Garden 
before His crucifixion. We use that phase when we’re exhausted or 
overwhelmed; when we can’t imagine surviving the current situation. It 
symbolizes agony, or even defeat. 
 
What Jesus does in the moment of instituting what we today call the 
Lord’s Supper, is show how they’re the same cup. What Jesus drinks as 
judgment and wrath, we drink as salvation and redemption. The Apostle 
Paul calls it “the cup of blessing” (1 Corinthians 10:16). 
 
The original Passover meal included roasted lamb, unleavened bread, and 
bitter herbs (Exodus 12). By Jesus’ day, cups of wine were part of the 
Feast, directing our attention to (among other things) the blood of the 
lamb. The Communion chalice directs us to the blood of the Lamb, too. 
 
Jesus, the Lamb of God born to Mary, took an old feast, an old cup, an 
old covenant, and our Old Adam and has made them new. 
 

Pastor James Gomez 

Prince of Peace Lutheran – Sturgeon Bay  

 

 

 



December 10: Jerusalem Cross   

And he carried me away in the Spirit to a great, high mountain, and showed me 

the holy city Jerusalem coming down out of heaven from God, having the glory of 

God.   Revelation 21:10-11 

I remember once being asked how, as a preacher, I decided which 

scripture to use in a sermon.  It’s an interesting question:  What grabs 

your attention and why?  What central issue needs to be addressed?   

I think we can ask a similar question about the Jerusalem cross.  It’s an 

old symbol, dating back to the Middle Ages, pre-dating the Crusades.  

When you look at it, you see that there’s a central cross, with four small 

crosses in each quadrant.  This cross is associated with the crusades, 

having been used on the papal banner of the Crusaders.   

It’s also thought that the five crosses can represent the five wounds of 

Christ on the cross, or that the four small crosses are the four evangelists, 

or the fact that we’re to take the Christian message to the four corners of 

the earth.  Any of those are worthy of thought.  But the central cross 

represents Christ.  And perhaps that’s the key to this symbol – that 

Christ is the center of the whole thing, whether we’re thinking of the 

entire world or of our own lives.   

What would it mean for each of us if Christ was truly the center of our 

lives?  If we took Paul’s word to heart and “put on Christ”?  If we thought 

and lived as Christ lived?  That, after all, is what it means to be a 

Christian.  Some years ago, many young people wore WWJD bracelets, 

to remind themselves that, in every situation, they were to think about 

what Jesus would do and the do the same loving, life-giving thing.   

 

The Rev. Barbara Sajna 

St. Luke’s Episcopal – Sister Bay 

 



December 11: Crown     

Then Pilate said to him, “So you are a king?” Jesus answered, “You say that I am a 

king. For this purpose I was born and for this purpose I have come into the 

world—to bear witness to the truth. Everyone who is of the truth listens to my 

voice.”     John 18:37 

I met some Royals several years ago.  They didn’t introduce themselves 

by their title.  They were simply mom and dad to members of my 

church, visiting from Nigeria.  We became friends before I realized their 

station in life.  I began to see that my friends were “different” because 

every time a person of Nigerian descent met them, a deep curtsy 

followed.  They came from a long line of kings.  There were no trappings 

of royalty in the homes they occupied.  They wore no tiaras.  But to the 

people of their country, they represented all the dignity, grace and 

beauty of the motherland.   

As the King of the Ages stood before Governor Pilate, all the governor 

could see was a poor itinerant preacher who had run afoul of the 

authorities.  There was no crown, no royal robes, no scepter.  Pilate was 

deluded into thinking that he was in control and not the care-worn 

looking man who stood before him.  But others knew.  They had been 

with him when he stilled the winds and the waves.  They had witnessed 

his majesty as he opened blind eyes and deaf ears.  They had heard the 

death-shattering cry from Jesus, and seen Lazarus spring out of his grave.  

All the dignity, grace and beauty of God were revealed through Jesus.   

2 Corinthians 4:6 tells us: “For God, who said, “Let light shine out of 

darkness,” has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of 

the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.” 

As children of the King, may our lives reflect all the dignity, grace, and 

beauty of our true motherland, our heavenly home, until that great day 

when faith is turned into sight.  

 

Pastor Dawn E. Volpe  

Ephraim Moravian 



December 12: Shepherd’s Staff   

I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep.  

     John 10:11 

John 10, like Psalm 23, is a wonderful passage of the sheep/shepherd 
relationship.  Here we learn of the Shepherd and the role He plays in 
peoples’ lives.   

In verse 7 we learn that Jesus is the door and that there is no other way to 
be saved (verse 9).  As important as salvation is (for without it you have 
nothing), verse 10 states that more than just life, He offers abundant life. 

Biblical living is not a drudgery, but a joy-filled life of purpose and 
usefulness!   

As shepherd, Jesus careth for His sheep unlike an hireling in verse 

13.  And in verse 14, He knows them personally.  He gives them eternal 

life (verse 28) and they shall never perish.  Wow, once you receive 

salvation you cannot ever be lost.  And then in verses 3 and 27 we learn 

of the sheep’s need to learn the voice of the Shepherd and to follow out 

of free will.  Remember that sheep are led, unlike cattle that are driven. 

In 1 Peter 5 Jesus is referenced as the chief Shepherd, indicating that a 

pastor is the undershepherd and we all are sheep. Many of the same 

principles therefore would apply.  People as sheep should recognize the 

need of a pastor and church in their life. The pastor protects, provides, 

guides, and directs, and finally is to be the example. 

At this wonderful time of year when one reflects on the birth of the Good 

Shepherd, it would be good to remind ourselves that we like sheep need 

a shepherd throughout the year.  Do you personally know the Good 

Shepherd and do you have an undershepherd to guide you? 

 

Pastor Mark Englebert  

Door Bible Baptist – Sturgeon Bay 



December 13: Triquetra     

But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, he will 

teach you all things and bring to your remembrance all that I have said to you. 

    John 14:26 

In our church each year we have an enormous Christmas Tree, often 25’ 

or more in height. On it are hung symbols of Chrismon one of which is 

known as the “Celtic Trinity Knot,” “Irish Love Knot,” or the “Triquetra” 

which means three-cornered or triangular. It depicts the unity of the 

Trinity of Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. For me, it also represents the 

love and harmony of God offered to the world in Jesus.  

Christmas often brings families together in unity through the spirit of the 

season. I have known people who having loved ones on military 

deployment, or recently had lost someone to death, at Christmas time 

have placed a picture or some symbol in their home to represent their 

loved one and thus being reminded that distance and even death can’t 

break the bonds of love and family. On that first Christmas the world was 

brought together in unity and harmony if only for a short beautiful 

moment in the birth of the Savior.  

In these days of division and strife we need to be reminded of the unity 

and harmony with which God created us and loves us still as 

demonstrated in the birth of Jesus. It is a blessing indeed that the Holy 

Spirit remains ever vigilant in reminding us all of God’s love, lest we 

forget! 

 

Pastor David Leistra 

Sturgeon Bay United Methodist   

 

 

 



December 14: Babe/Manger    

And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths 

and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.  

    Luke 2:7 

     

The school where I attended seminary had a Chrismon tree in the 
rotunda of the administration building.  It was my first real exposure to 
one, and my wife and I both thought that it was a wonderful expression 
of the Christian faith.  We immediately incorporated it into our home.  
We were looking for a tradition that would emphasize the faith to our 
children, because there is so much commercialism and materialism 
associated with Christmas.  Valerie handmade all the ornaments, and we 
used those ornaments on our tree for at least a decade.  Needless to say, 
the babe/manger ornament was one of our favorites, because of what it 
represents. 
 
First of all, it represents the truth that sometimes things that seem 
insignificant may really be the most important. This baby born in a 
manger really is the Savior of the world! 
 
Second, it represents our need for faith.  Immanuel?  God with us? A 
virgin will conceive?  A baby in a manger? How can we possibly 
understand all this?  Only by faith!  
 
Finally, it represents the truth that God is always at work, even when we 
don’t fully understand.  God had not forgotten His promise of the 
coming Messiah, He was just fulfilling it in His own surprising way.  He 
is always at work, and we can trust in His faithfulness! 
 

Pastor Mark Billington 

First Baptist – Sister Bay    

 

 



December 15: Scroll      

And he rolled up the scroll and gave it back to the attendant and sat down. And 

the eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on him. And he began to say to 

them, “Today this Scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.”  Luke 4:20-21

     

If your church is anything like ours on the Island, when your young 

people come back, you know it. There’s something fresh and exciting 

when our best and brightest are back. And if they’ve been active in the 

ministry at all, having them share a song or a reading encourages us even 

more. That’s how I picture Jesus’ return to Nazareth, his hometown, and 

attending a Sabbath service (Luke 4:14-30).  

As he takes the scroll (today’s symbol) and reads of God’s promise for 

those in need (Isaiah 61) the people are transfixed (Luke 4:20). Until he 

says, “Today this Scripture is fulfilled.”  “Wait, what did he say? What 

just happened? This essential promise is fulfilled?” People are suddenly 

engaged (awakened) and trying to remember just what was read and how 

it fits.  

Jesus consistently focuses on how Scripture defines his advent and, in the 

process, directs us to examine it afresh. Which is why we still go to the 

scroll (the Bible) today. It drives us to discover its meaning, even if its 

implications sometimes take us aback. And while these original hearers 

balked that one of their own could be so important, it invites us to 

consider what it is God is doing among us. The scroll alerts us to God’s 

plan, and that He also has a part for us in this world.  

 

Pastor Rick Smith 

Bethel Evangelical Free – Washington Island 

 

 



December 16: Ship      

[Jesus] awoke and rebuked the wind and said to the sea, “Peace! Be still!” And the 

wind ceased, and there was a great calm.    Mark 4:35-41  

Be still and know that I am God. - Psalm 46:10 

Advent is a time of waiting and a time of patience: two things our 

contemporary culture does not seem to have in abundance. Even our 

churches encourage a fast-paced efficiency. What is efficiency in ministry? 

God seems content to wait. Even when the storms of life are rocking the 

boat, we can practice a bit of waiting this season. 

In Slow Church: Cultivating Community in the Patient Way of Jesus, C. 

Christopher Smith and John Pattison explain that there have been several 

“slow” movements of late, starting with slow food. Fast food is food that 

is produced cheaply and without much concern for the health and well-

being of anyone involved. Slow food, by contrast, is produced more 

deliberately and with intentionality. They would be concerned that the 

food is nutritious and local, but also with who grew the food, and who 

prepared the meal. 

Likewise, Slow Church considers what it might look like to be more 

intentional in our efforts to create churches and to be in community. How 

might this effect our churches, but more importantly, how might we 

interact differently with people different from ourselves? How might we 

better live out the Gospel? And how might slowing down encourage our 

faith? 

Slowing down requires faith. 

We need faith to trust that God really is GOD. 

Can we have the courage to really BE STILL and know God? 

 

Pastor Peter Mannoja 

Tanum Forest Lutheran – Sturgeon Bay   



December 17: Triumphant Cross  

O Lord, God of our fathers, are you not God in heaven? You rule over all the 

kingdoms of the nations. In your hand are power and might, so that none is able 

to withstand you.    2 Chronicles 20:6 

  

You are about to celebrate Christmas, the birth of our Savior.  Some will 

claim you are celebrating the stolen pagan holiday of Sol Invictus.  They 

are wrong.  Sol Invictus wasn’t connected to December 25 until 274 

A.D.  That’s almost 300 years after Christ’s birth! Christmas’ date of 

December 25 is based on the Jewish Messiah being conceived on 

Passover, March 25.  Add nine months and you get December 25. 

So, why don’t the Holy Scriptures reflect more on this?  The cultural 

context of God’s Word is Eastern.  In the East, conception, not birth, was 

seen as the beginning of life (Matt. 1:20, Luke 1:31). Although, in 

Western tradition like ours, the Donatist Christians of North Africa did 

celebrate December 25, long before Sol Invictus.  We are joining early 

Western believers in celebrating His birth.   

As you celebrate, never lose Christmas’ connection to the cross. God 

provided His Lamb.  Christmas directly links us back nine months to 

Passover and the conception of Messiah and His death on the cross, The 

Triumphant Cross.  Christmas and the Cross are inextricably 

linked.  Merry Christmas…from the Triumphant Cross. 

 

Pastor Mark Schwarzbauer PhD 

Family Worship Center – Sturgeon Bay  

 

 

 



December 18: Five-Pointed Star   

But he was pierced for our transgressions; he was crushed for our iniquities; upon 

him was the chastisement that brought us peace, and with his wounds we are 

healed.     Isaiah 53:5 

He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we might die to sin and live 

to righteousness. By his wounds you have been healed.   1 Peter 2:24

  

Decorating the family Christmas tree was a big event in our home, with 

everyone in the family participating. My dad, traditionally, was the one 

who put the last ornament on the tree and it was the star that was placed 

on the top.  

The star was always known as the Bethlehem star that led the wise men 

to where Jesus was born, as recorded in Matthew 2.  As a Christian 

symbol, the star represents the cross or the five wounds that Jesus 

endured while on the cross. Our passage speaks of the wounds of Jesus 

and that by those wounds we are healed. The star provided great 

assurance for the Wise Men, but ultimately, it describes the reason Jesus 

was born in Bethlehem. Jesus was born to die. The Scriptures say we can 

have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. It says that God 

shows His love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for 

us.  

The star is a great symbol to be placed on top of Christmas tree, 

reminding us of Jesus’ birth in Bethlehem. Of greater significance is that 

the star leads us to the cross and reminds us of the true reason for the 

season. 

 

Pastor Joel Rose 

Bethel Baptist – Ellison Bay     

 



December 19: Chi-Rho      

Therefore he is the mediator of a new covenant, so that those who are called 

may receive the promised eternal inheritance, since a death has occurred that 

redeems them from the transgressions committed under the first covenant.  

     Hebrews 9:15 

Growing up I was always told, “It is better to give than to receive.” Every 

Christmas morning I would question that sentiment. As I ripped into 

wrapping paper and opened boxes I was delighted to discover what I had 

been given, all the while never giving a second thought to the gift I had 

quickly picked out for my parents and paid for with the money of 

whichever parent wasn’t receiving that gift and had taken me to the 

store. Christmas was my favorite because it was the day I got what I 

wanted.  

When my wife and I had children there was a shift in my perspective. 

Seeing the faces of my children light up with joy when they saw the 

presents under the Christmas tree with tags with their names written 

upon them and watching them as they jumped in and ripped the 

wrapping paper off their new toys, I found a new joy in giving. 

The birth of Jesus was God’s greatest gift to us. He united his nature with 

our own and came to deliver us from our faults. He proclaimed love, 

peace, hope, and purchased our redemption by paying the ultimate price. 

He came to give us the gift of a restored relationship with the Creator we 

rebelled against. He chose to come to die and in the process gave us the 

gift of everlasting life.   

  

Pastor Brian Pursley 

Lakeside Community – Algoma   

 

 



December 20: Lion     

And one of the elders said to me, “Weep no more; behold, the Lion of the tribe of 

Judah, the Root of David, has conquered, so that he can open the scroll and its 

seven seals.     Revelation 5:5 

In the season of Advent, we are reminded of the promise that Christ is 

coming.  Amidst the tumult of the world, there is hope in this promise.  

How do we imagine the promises of God fulfilled?  How do we imagine 

Jesus the Christ?  How does our image of Jesus shape our faith? 

In John’s vision recorded in the Book of Revelation, the contents of the 

scroll of the One who sits on the throne represents the fulfillment of 

God’s promises.  When no one is found worthy to open the scroll or 

look into it, John weeps.  An elder who tells him, “The Lion of the tribe 

of Judah, the root of David, has conquered, so that he can open the scroll 

and its seven seals”, consoles him and gives him hope. 

The Lion is a symbol of courage, power, and kingship.  The Lion is a 

symbol that characterizes Jesus. Just as the majestic Lion instills awe, 

respect, and a sense of wonder, so does Christ who is coming again to 

fulfill what God has promised.  

In C. S. Lewis book The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe, Aslan is the 

character that has been understood to represent the attributes of Jesus.  

Lewis writes, “Aslan is a lion - the Lion, the great Lion." "Ooh" said 

Susan. "I'd thought he was a man. Is he - quite safe? I shall feel rather 

nervous about meeting a lion"..."Safe?" said Mr. Beaver ..."Who said 

anything about safe? 'Course he isn't safe. But he's good. He's the King, I 

tell you.” 

Following Jesus isn’t safe.  It takes faith - faith in the One who is good, 

faith in the One who is the King, faith in the One who fulfills God’s 

promises.  Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again.   

Pastor Trent Zeitler 

Hainesville Lutheran   



December 21:  Dove      

And the Holy Spirit descended on him in bodily form, like a dove; and a voice 

came from heaven, “You are my beloved Son; with you I am well pleased.”  

    Luke 3:22
      

It was a beautiful summer day about seven years ago when I was having 

lunch with my parents.  Their patio door was open, and a comfortable 

breeze made our meal even more special.  Without warning, a white 

dove descended over the top of the house onto their patio! He alit, 

quickly making himself at home.  He gobbled up all the bird food on the 

feeder and freshened up in the bird bath.  He was quite charming for the 

first 15 minutes.  But then he drove away all our regular visitors – the 

cardinals, the chickadees, and nuthatches.  He used the patio as his 

private bathroom.  And he kept trying to get into the house! 

Our beautiful visitor turned into a nightmare. 

When angels came to announce the birth of Christ, they announced 

“Glory to God! And on earth peace to men on whom his favor rests.” We 

blissfully sing about this promised peace while hanging dove ornaments 

on our Christmas trees, but certainly Christ’s ministry was anything but 

peaceful.  The early church didn’t do any better, being harassed and 

scattered under persecution. The last two thousand years have witnessed 

ever increasing hostility to the average Christian across the world. 

Often we don’t sense the peace promised from our Comforter – but just 

as He descended onto Jesus in the Jordan River as a seal of approval from 

the Father, so He comes to us this season with the promise of His 

presence, power and provision as our gift from God – whether we feel 

Him or not. 

 

Pastor Nancy Bontempo 

Friends Community – Sturgeon Bay   



December 22: Angel      

And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great 

joy that will be for all the people. For unto you is born this day in the city of 

David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.    Luke 2:10-11

     

What is an angel? Ask ten Christians, and you'll likely get ten answers, 

from divine beings involved in our daily affairs to a handful of divine 

messengers. Ask our Jewish and Muslim sisters and brothers, traditions 

that share belief in angels, and you're likely to be even more confused. 

Digging deep into scripture, even in the original languages, won't help. 

There are any number of expressions that could mean God, the Spirit, or 

other divine messengers, all depending on how we choose to read them. 

Yet, here they are, in the sky, these messengers, first one then many, at 

this moment when God steps into the world in a way so like us, in a body 

that would cry at first breath, would weep in the garden. There they are, 

this multitude of messengers, announcing that God was saving the world 

in a most improbable way, a child born at the margins, displaced, soon to 

be a refugee. 

There they were, a dramatic announcement of God-With-Us. 

Today, the announcement that God is with us is a bit less dramatic, but 

still there. The messengers may well be angels, but they are the ordinary 

type, the kind that bring us soup 

 

Pastor Gary Brinn 

Hope United Church of Christ – Sturgeon Bay 

 

 

 



December 23: Lamb      

The next day [John] saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, “Behold, the Lamb of 

God, who takes away the sin of the world!    John 1:29 

And I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and in the 

sea, and all that is in them, saying, “To him who sits on the throne and to the 

Lamb be blessing and honor and glory and might forever and ever!” Revelation 5:13 

A lamb is not a magnificent animal. It’s not known for a special ability 

like “fast as a cheetah” or “eyes of a hawk”. In fact, the lamb is quite the 

opposite. Sheep are known for their supreme lack of intelligence. To call 

someone a sheep is to say they are unoriginal or brainwashed. To put it 

simply, sheep are excellent at obeying the will of someone or something 

else.  

So why then is Jesus called a lamb? Is it to disrespect or insult the Son of 

God? No, not at all. He came as a perfect sacrificial lamb. He became 

obedient to the will of the Father. Jesus came to take away the sins of the 

world, and he could only do so as the Lamb. 

During this Advent season we are reminded to be thankful that the Son of 

God willingly humbled himself to become the sacrificial lamb. It was as a 

humble lamb that Christ defeated sin and death forever, and it is only 

through His blood we are saved; therefore, we will honor, glorify, and 

praise the Lamb of God forever.  

As we observe the Advent and Christmas season with gifts and 

celebration remember to be thankful for the gift that was freely given to 

everyone who will believe — the Lamb of God who came to take away 

the sins of the world. 

 

Youth Pastor Derreck Linder 

Bethel Baptist – Ellison Bay 

 



December 24: White Rose    

There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, and a branch from his roots 

shall bear fruit.     Isaiah 11:1 

Life is not as it should be.  Sin is to blame for that.  But there is hope!  

Scripture says, “The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad; the desert 

shall rejoice and blossom like the crocus” (Isaiah 35:1). 

How can we rejoice when sin often makes life gloomy?  Because, 

according to Isaiah, “He [God] will come and save you,” (Isaiah 35:4) and 

God will give us everlasting joy and cause sorrow to flee away (Isaiah 

35:10).   

We rejoice because Jesus, born of the virgin Mary, is the promised 

Savior.  Isaiah prophesied, “There shall come forth a shoot from the 

stump of Jesse, and a branch from his roots shall bear fruit” (Isaiah 11:1).  

Jesus declared, “I am the root and the descendant of David, the bright 

morning star” (Revelation 22:16).   

We rejoice because Jesus has come, “to redeem us from all lawlessness 

and to purify for himself a people for his own possession” (Titus 2:14).  

And the purification Jesus brings comes with the promise of a better 

future.  “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God” (Matthew 

5:8). 

On Christmas Eve we have joy and hope because in Jesus we are purified 

from sin and promised everlasting joy in heaven.  And as we celebrate 

His birth, we respond with grateful hearts by purifying ourselves as He is 

pure (1 John 3:3).   

 

Associate Pastor Jonathon Enger 

First Baptist – Sturgeon Bay 

 



December 25: Heart      

In this the love of God was made manifest among us, that God sent his only Son 

into the world, so that we might live through him.   1 John 4:9 

Lights.  Anticipation!  Presents.  Candles.  Music.  Food.  Celebrations.  

Excitement! 

The sights, sounds, and meaning of Jesus’ birth truly make it “the most 

wonderful time of the year!”  From children’s anticipation of opening a 

present or two, to getting together with loved ones, to remembering and 

thanking Jesus for coming to earth, the events surrounding December 25 

are amazing. 

I John 4:9 puts things into perspective… 

 Why?  In this the love of God was made manifest among us.

 How?  God sent His only Son into the world. 

 Purpose?  That we might live through Jesus. 

This life in Jesus, though, doesn’t just point us back to Bethlehem.  This 

life in Jesus points us forward to when we see Jesus in the future!  The 

excitement and anticipation for His return should match the excitement 

and anticipation regarding the 25th!  Do you long for His return the same 

way a child can’t wait to open presents?  And… does your every-day life 

back up your response?  Is your heart fully committed? 

“Merry Christmas” is much more than a one-day celebration.  For those 

who have trusted in Jesus as their personal Savior, it is an eternity of 

worship. 

 

Pastor Daniel Bowman 

Community Church of Fish Creek 
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